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military spirit in the middle class/' * preferred the
development of the Militia; while Gladstone only saw
in them a further swashbuckling excuse for indefensible
raids on the Exchequer. Hence, de Grey had the field
pretty much to himself, and as, fortunately, by the
War Office regulations, it was entirely in his own de-
partment, he had ample opportunities for tilling it
effectively. For some years he had been in the York-
shire Yeomanry, and soon after taking office he accepted
the Honorary Colonelcy of the first Volunteer battalion
of the West Yorkshire Regiment. His own personal
friends rallied round him with enthusiasm. Tom
Hughes roused the Working-Men's College, and within
a month formed three strong companies from the
students, with Furnivall and John Martineau as captains,
and Maurice as chaplain.2 The idea of a Working-
Men's Corps officered by Christian Socialists fluttered
the Conservative dovecots, but de Grey firmly exercised
his prerogative and sanctioned it, together with the
appointment of Hughes himself as Major Commandant.*
Later on the corps wanted de Grey to be its honorary
Colonel, but the proposal was not pressed.* Forster,
in spite of his Quaker convictions, followed Hughes's
example and carried the Fiery Cross among the York-
shire mill hands. " Let us be ready for war/' he wrote
to de Grey, and forthwith raised the Burley Rifle Corps
from among his own factory workers.5 Tom Taylor,
who was then in the Government Act Office, was equally
busy in Whitehall, where he helped to form the Civil
Service Rifle Regiment, of which he was one of the
captains* Henry Phillips did likewise with the Artists'

1 Hansard, vol. civ, p. 699.

a The regiment of which, this was the nucleus was afterwards the igth
Middlesex. See Davies: The Working-Men's College, 1854-1894, pp. 77
etseq,

*  Letter to Hughes, Dec. 6, 1859.

*  Letter from Hughes to Lady de Grey, October 29, 1860.

5 Letter from Forster, January 17, 1860. See also Reid ; Life ofForste*,
vol. i, pp. 320-1.